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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘PRESER-

VATION OF FEDERALISM IN 
BANKING ACT’’ 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 26, 2005 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to introduce legislation today that con-
tinues the long fight to maintain state con-
sumer protections for customers of national 
banks. In January 2004, the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency (OCC), the pri-
mary regulator of national banks, introduced 
regulations to preempt the application of state 
laws and the authority of state officials over 
their regulated entities. Since that time, other 
banking regulators have joined this race to the 
bottom. My legislation will provide much-need-
ed clarification in this area. 

Last year, USA Today, the nation’s news-
paper, condemned the OCC’s preemption 
rules in an editorial, claiming that they threat-
en ‘‘strong consumer protection laws that have 
been the responsibility of states for more than 
a century.’’ The newspaper said the OCC 
rules will make ‘‘millions of consumers vulner-
able’’ to illegal loan practices. The OCC’s 
Chief Counsel irreverently characterized these 
concerns as ‘‘baloney.’’ 

Over the last year, we have worked together 
as a broad bipartisan coalition who sees state 
consumer protection as a bread and butter 
issue, rather than ‘‘baloney.’’ 

This legislation is merely the latest step to 
ensure that our states have the power to pro-
tect consumers. 

And to stop the OCC from eroding strong 
safeguards that have been used by the states 
for more than a century to enforce consumer 
protection laws. 

The preemption rules were a misguided, un-
precedented, unchecked expansion of its au-
thority, especially since the states, rather than 
the OCC, currently have the tools and re-
sources to effectively enforce consumer pro-
tection and other important laws. This agency 
has repeatedly demonstrated that it is far 
more concerned with currying favor among the 
banks it regulates instead of fulfilling its regu-
latory responsibilities under the law. 

Last year, I passed an amendment to the 
Financial Services Committees Budget Views 
expressing concern regarding the budgetary 
effects of the OCC’s preemption rules. The 
budget views put the Financial Services Com-
mittee on record that the OCC’s preemption 
rules represent an unprecedented expansion 
of authority, one that was instituted without 
Congressional authorization. Subsequently, I 
introduced legislation to reverse the preemp-
tion rules, and then, toward the end of last 
Congress, Mr. FRANK and I introduced a 
version of what we are again introducing 
today. 

Our bill ensures that national banks will be 
bound by state consumer protection laws, in-
cluding predatory mortgage lending statutes. It 
also prohibits banks from benefiting from part 
of a state law while refusing to comply with a 
consumer-friendly portion of the same law. For 
example, a bank in Ohio is currently using the 
state law mechanism for foreclosing prop-
erties, but failing to abide by another provision 
in the statute, which limits fees for consumers. 
This legislation also allows state attorneys 

general to enforce laws and bring suit against 
banks when appropriate. As a former City 
Council member, I believe that the account-
ability of local officials is crucial. Few con-
sumers can sort through the alphabet soup of 
regulators and figure out whom to contact if 
they have a problem with their bank. But al-
most every consumer knows that their attor-
ney general is there to protect them, so we 
must ensure that they retain authority over 
banks. 

I am pleased to have been joined on this 
legislation by Representatives FRANK, LEE and 
MCCARTHY as original cosponsors and I urge 
all of my colleagues to support this effort. 

f 

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT: MUCH ACCOMPLISHED, BUT 
MORE PROGRESS NEEDED 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 26, 2005 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. When the 
ADA was signed on July 26, 1990, it promised 
‘‘equality of opportunity, economic self-suffi-
ciency, inclusion and independence’’ for peo-
ple with disabilities. This landmark legisla-
tion—one of the most important civil rights bills 
of our generation—is designed to allow the 
disabled to be full and productive members of 
our society. The goal of the ADA is that no 
one should be isolated or denied the oppor-
tunity that is the American dream. 

The motivating idea behind the ADA is the 
recognition that persons with disabilities de-
serve to enjoy true equality and independ-
ence, to be part of our Nation not isolated 
within it. The ADA says it is wrong that individ-
uals cannot join their friends at a movie the-
ater or restaurant or sports stadium simply be-
cause they are in a wheelchair. It is wrong 
that disabled individuals are not hired because 
employers refuse to make workplace accom-
modations. It is wrong that, because individ-
uals must deal with a disability, they must also 
deal with the lack of accessibility to public 
buildings, transportation and services. That 
kind of discrimination goes against the funda-
mental principles of our Nation. It is those 
types of obstacles that the ADA has sought to 
eradicate. By integrating people with disabil-
ities into the workforce and community, we 
have all benefited. 

While there were many individuals who 
were instrumental in winning the passage of 
the ADA, I want to acknowledge and thank 
two leaders in the disability rights movement: 
Justin Dart and Marca Bristo. Justin Dart was 
an inspiration for all of us who care not just 
about disability rights but about human rights. 
Marca Bristo, a constituent and friend, con-
tinues to lead the effort to expand opportuni-
ties and respect for persons with disabilities. I 
have had the personal privilege of knowing 
and learning from them and, like so many oth-
ers, have been profoundly influenced by them. 

Justin Dart was born in Chicago in 1930, 
contracted polio in 1948 and spent the rest of 
his life in a wheelchair. Although he died in 
2002, his legacy lives on both through the 
thousands of advocates he has inspired and 

through the work of Yoshiko Dart and the rest 
of his family. He was known for his grassroots 
activism, touring the Nation, rallying people to 
support disability rights. In 1981, Mr. Dart was 
appointed by President Reagan to be the vice- 
chair of the National Council on Disability. He 
and others on the Council drafted a national 
policy that called for national civil rights legis-
lation to end the centuries-old discrimination 
against people with disabilities—what would 
eventually become the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990. In 1988, he was appointed 
to lead the Congressional Task Force on the 
Rights and Empowerment of Americans with 
Disabilities. Mr. Dart toured the Nation, touting 
the ADA as ‘‘the civil rights act of the future.’’ 
In 1990, Justin Dart received the first pen 
used by former President Bush at the signing 
ceremony for the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. For the reminder of his life, Justin Dart 
continued to work passionately to see that dis-
abled persons were given the rights they de-
serve and to win ‘‘Justice for All.’’ 

Marca Bristo is a nationally and internation-
ally acclaimed leader in the disability rights 
movement. In 1977, Ms. Bristo suffered a spi-
nal injury in a car accident. Her new condition 
forced her to see life in a new way, and she 
has since been a passionate and tenacious 
advocate for disability rights. In 1980, she 
founded Access Living in Chicago, one of the 
Nation’s first centers for independent living. 
Ms. Bristo served as the Presidentially-ap-
pointed chairwoman of the National Council on 
Disability from 1994 to 2002 and while heavily 
involved in the drafting of the ADA, has not 
been afraid to point out the need for improve-
ments in it. As chairwoman of the NCD, she 
released a report on the ADA 5 years ago 
which focused specifically on implementation 
problems and has persistently argued that 
rights must be enforced in order to be real. 
Marca Bristo continues to work hard for dis-
ability rights and to improve the lives of people 
in Chicago and around the Nation. 

Our Nation has come a long way in the 15 
years since passage of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. We have changed, we have 
become a more inclusive society, but we have 
not achieved our goal. The ADA has done 
much to break down barriers for the disabled, 
but we must recognize that we have far more 
to do to end discrimination. For 15 years now, 
it has been illegal for employers to discrimi-
nate against job applicants because of their 
disabilities. Yet, 2 of every 3 disabled persons 
are unemployed. It is illegal for state and local 
governments to deny disabled persons access 
to public services such as mass transit. Yet, 
funding constraints still leave persons with dis-
abilities without accessible and convenient 
transportation options. Public and commercial 
buildings must be constructed and, where pos-
sible, modified to accommodate disabled per-
sons. Yet, homes are still being built that lock 
people out instead of being built to be acces-
sible and inconclusive. That is why I have in-
troduced H.R. 1441, the Inclusive Home De-
sign Act. Finally, too many people are still 
locked out of their communities because of the 
lack of home- and community-based services. 
We need to build upon the initial success of 
the ADA to solve these problems. Yet, today 
we are defending against Social Security pri-
vatization schemes that would slash disability 
benefits for 8 million people with disabilities 
and against Medicaid cuts that would jeop-
ardize health and long-term care services. 
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The Americans with Disabilities Act has 

changed our society in these past 15 years. 
However, as with most civil rights issues, 
there is still so much more progress to be 
made. We must remember the vision of Justin 
Dart and listen to the message of Marca 
Bristo. While we take time to celebrate today’s 
anniversary, we must never be content until 
the promise of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act becomes reality so that every person is 
guaranteed ‘‘equality of opportunity, economic 
self-sufficiency, inclusion and independence.’’ 
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. EDMOND F. 
RITTER 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 26, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of a distinguished academic sur-
geon, Edmond F. Ritter. It is an honor to rep-
resent Dr. Ritter in the House of Representa-
tives and it behooves us to pay tribute to this 
outstanding leader in American Medicine. 

Dr. Ritter received his Medical degree from 
Washington University in St. Louis, where he 
completed General Surgical Training. Dr. Rit-
ter then underwent Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgical Training at the University of California 
San Francisco. After completing his training, 
he was appointed to the faculty at Duke Uni-
versity Medical Center. He was later named, 
‘‘The Duke Distinguished Physician,’’ in rec-
ognition of his contributions to the institution 
and patient care. 

Dr. Ritter is an influential member of the 
medical community. As a gifted surgeon with 
special expertise in reconstructive microsur-
gery, he is able to provide skilled, state-of-the- 
art care to patients with difficult problems. In 
particular, his results for patients with cancers 
of the head, breast, and neck are unsur-
passed. 

Dr. Ritter has had an integral role in the 
training and mentorship of over 30 young plas-
tic and reconstructive surgeons. Many of these 
aspiring surgeons have accepted academic 
positions and have become leaders in their 
communities. 

Currently, Dr. Ritter is an Associate Pro-
fessor at the Medical College of Georgia. In 
addition to making multiple contributions to the 
surgical literature, he is leading an investiga-
tion of Tumor and Adult Stem cell interactions 
in order to advance our understanding of 
tumor biology. 

As a result, Mr. Speaker, I believe that it is 
incumbent upon this body to recognize the ac-
complishments of Dr. Edmond Ritter for shar-
ing his talents and services to improve the 
medical, physical, and emotional well-being of 
those in need. 
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A TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL 
ANTHONY W. LENGERICH, 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 26, 2005 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Rear Admiral Anthony W. 

Lengerich, United States Navy, who is retiring 
after more than 34 years of faithful service to 
our Nation. A native of Redlands, California, 
Rear Admiral Lengerich received his commis-
sion in 1971 through a Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps scholarship at the University of 
Colorado, and has since served with great dis-
tinction both as a Surface Warfare Officer and 
an Engineering Duty Officer. 

Rear Admiral Lengerich’s impressive career 
has included sea duty aboard USS GURKE 
(DD 783) and USS BADGER (FF 1071), and 
on the afloat staffs of Commander U.S. Sev-
enth Fleet, Commander Destroyer Squadron 
Thirteen, Commander Carrier Group Two and 
Commander Cruiser Destroyer Group Twelve. 
During these tours, he qualified as a Surface 
Warfare Officer and was designated as ‘‘Quali-
fied for Command at Sea.’’ He also served as 
Communications Operations Officer for the 
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean on the 
staff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Naval 
Forces Europe in London. 

Following his selection as an Engineering 
Duty Officer in 1984, Rear Admiral Lengerich 
served as the Platform Integration Officer for 
the Joint Tactical Information Distribution Sys-
tem on the staff of the Naval Electronic Sys-
tems Engineering Command, Washington, DC. 
His next assignment included duties as Project 
Officer for the Command and Control Proc-
essor and Director of Force Systems Engi-
neering within the Space and Naval Warfare 
Systems Command (SPAWAR). He later 
served as the Division Director for Afloat Mis-
sion Planning Systems within the Command 
and Control Program Office on the staff of the 
Program Executive Officer for Cruise Missile 
and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. An excep-
tional leader, he has commanded the Naval 
Electronic Systems Engineering Center, 
Charleston, South Carolina, and ‘‘commis-
sioned’’ the Naval Command, Control and 
Ocean Surveillance Center, In-Service Engi-
neering, East Coast Division, also in Charles-
ton. He subsequently commanded the Naval 
Command, Control and Ocean Surveillance 
Center, San Diego, California, with additional 
duty as Corporate Operations Officers and 
Corporate Information Office for SPAWAR. 

In 1998, Rear Admiral Lengerich was nomi-
nated by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate for the rank of Rear Admiral (lower 
half). His initial flag assignments included Di-
rector of Installations and Logistics for 
SPAWAR, and next, on the staff of the Chief 
of Naval Operations as Director of Industrial 
Capability, Maintenance Policy and Acquisition 
Logistics, and as Deputy Director of the Fleet 
Readiness Division. He was nominated and 
confirmed for the two-star rank of Rear Admi-
ral in 2001. 

Rear Admiral Lengerich assumed his cur-
rent duties as Vice Commander, Naval Sea 
Systems Command in August 2002, effectively 
meeting the spectrum of demanding chal-
lenges in the daily operation of a command 
comprising nearly 50,000 employees and a 
$20 billion annual budget. His efforts have 
been instrumental in creating the foundation 
for an integrated organization with a single 
corporate focus that specifically aligned 
NAVSEA’s mission in support of the Chief of 
Naval Operations, Secretary of the Navy, and 
Secretary of Defense initiatives. His visionary 

leadership and practical day-to-day approach 
during a period of unprecedented institutional 
transformation, has substantially and materi-
ally guided the execution of extremely com-
plex acquisition, fleet maintenance and mod-
ernization programs to fulfill the needs of the 
Fleet today and the Navy of tomorrow. 

Rear Admiral Lengerich has been indispen-
sable in bringing the leading edges of tech-
nical thinking and management skills together 
to meet myriad Navy needs. A champion of 
sound fiscal methods, Rear Admiral Lengerich 
chaired a command review of major acquisi-
tion programs to identify and address short-
falls, and provided recommendations to re-
duce testing and evaluation costs, which were 
incorporated in the Department’s investment 
process. Organizationally, he has fostered the 
improved communications and enhanced 
teamwork needed to produce desired ‘‘bottom 
line’’ results within the command and across 
the Navy. His vision led to the merger of the 
NAVSEA Warfare Centers into a single busi-
ness unit, enabling process commonality be-
tween the NAVSEA Warfare Centers and Divi-
sions, and the designation of Product Area Di-
rectors to ensure each Warfare Center cus-
tomer received the best and most efficient 
combination of talent, facilities, and cost. Nota-
bly, Rear Admiral Lengerich chaired the Sys-
tems Command Integration Board to address 
the range of issues vital to the delivery of ef-
fective war fighting systems, and, has also 
chaired the Functional Naval Capabilities— 
Total Ownership Cost Integrated Process 
Team for the past six years, and led efforts 
which have yielded over $3 billion a year in 
ship, aircraft and ground vehicle maintenance 
cost avoidance. 

Rear Admiral Lengerich has devoted signifi-
cant energies to the command’s civilian and 
military personnel. He has shaped the com-
mand’s ‘‘roll out strategy’’ for transition to the 
National Security Personnel System and he 
developed the metrics to guide the command’s 
Human Capital Strategy. Within the Navy’s 
Engineering Duty Officer (EDO) Community he 
spearheaded efforts to pro-actively manage 
the community strategy in meeting Navy dy-
namic requirements. With the same focus on 
the future, he has been a personal mentor to 
nearly one-third of the entire Navy ED commu-
nity and has worked with the Naval Post-
graduate School to create a new accredited 
Master of Science in Systems Engineering 
curriculum and to create an advisory board on 
course curriculum critical to NAVSEA and 
SPAWAR. 

For the past two months, Rear Admiral 
Lengerich has served superbly as NAVSEA’s 
Acting Commander, answering the call of duty 
as he has done many times before. He is an 
individual of uncommon character and total 
professional whose presence will be sincerely 
missed but whose many contributions will cer-
tainly endure. I am proud, Mr. Speaker, to 
thank him for his honorable service in the 
United States Navy, to commend him for a job 
‘‘well done,’’ and to wish him ‘‘fair winds and 
following seas’’ as he closes his distinguished 
military career. 
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